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Col. G.

DR. SEOTWELL'S INTERVIEW WITH COL. SARDES AND
GCL. CAUBBUT OF 9 DEJEVBER 1950

Col. Gardes, at the end of the lest interview you and Zol. Thubbuth

had brought the 36th Engineers across Kerth Africa, up to the [irek
landing in Italy at Salernc and the mountein actions there, and baock to
preparations for Antic., Would you ocontinue on from there, eir?

We left the area in the mountains adjagent to Colle snortly after the
first of January 1944, and moved back to Apricels pesr Naples in prepara-
tion of what turnmed out to %e the landing at Anzio. The regiment landed
in the mssault at Anrioc with Oompany E ocoming in as engipser support for
ths Rangers and landing io the town of finzio. Ino addition to the engineer
equipment they had drawn 57mm anti-tank puns, and several days ater
landing they moved up with the Rangers and furnished antl-tank support.
The regiment, less H Company, landed on Yellcw Beach which is tc thse
south of Natumoe and moved into Anzio et ths esrliest time. The first
battalim arrived in Anzle in the efterncon ¢f D-Day and initiasted the
clearance of the port which included the clearanoce of mines and booby-
traps. This wee quite a sizeable job 1o view of the btombing plus the
fact thet the port area was heavlly mined, When the Cermans evacuated
the port of Antic they detonated some cof the mines but they were caly
partially successful, with the result that most of the buildirgs that
wers still standing eomtained the exploaives that were all prepared for
the demolitions. Alsc part of the regimental headquarters srrived in
the afterncon and set up hsadquarters directly acrocss from the railway
station, That night the shelling becama quite heavy and in the sarly
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part of the svening & number of casualties ccour-ed, lncluciag thas of
Col. Farabee who commanded the Firat Battaliom. The 3exad and Third
Battaliomd were engaged in engineerdin: duries for the Jirst zaveral aays
after the landings and were ocommitted ss Inlaniry cao the 30th cf Jeouary,
aleng the left flank adjacent to the Mollatta River. After ssvern] daye
in the lines thay were relisved and reverted to anginmsering duties, The
Pirst Battalion emtinued with the orgenizsation of the port esnd the clearing
of the area, preparicg 1t Ter sdditisnal earpacity as far ez unloading was
soncerned. They alsoc prepared landing beaches for LOTs just south cf the
port snd assexbly areas, and other misdellanecus work in the visinity.
Thia comtinued until the 10th of February when the entire regimsnt was
camitted on very short nctice. In fact, a mattsr of two cor thrss hours
as Infantry along the left flank, They moved in alomgz the ¥olletia Hiver
relieving the Pirst Cuards Brigede and they were attached

Bxcuse me, ®ir. You sre spesking of the First Gusrds Erigade - that's
the First Guards Brigads, British Amy.

That's right. There were the Irish Guande, battalicn from the Irish
Guards Reglmemt, if that's the proper designatisn., There was cne from
the Welach Guards, as I recollect. I don't remember the Thirc Eattalion
but it wss known as the Cuards Erigade which was shifted over to the
right along the main road going up to the factory area after w2 relieved

tham.

Were they a part of the Fifth Army at that time?




Cole Go Yes, they wors a part - I think part of the Pifth Divialon that landed
in the sssault. There were two divisicos. I've forgotten the 1e8jmnce
as to which was the first ane to come in, and if the Fifun wes the Iirgt
one that lended it stayed in the lines umtil - mayte the end cf Fetruary
when they were very badly chewed up. They were pulled ocut and replaced
by the 56th Division. The resson I mention this ie that the I5th Engineers
were attached toe the Britlsh [dvleicn whose mlsalon 1t was to hold the
left flank slong the Molletta River to the right, spproximstaly to what
was known as a fly-over, the zaln road leadimg from Anzlo through the
fastory ares to Rome, The 36th Engineers were committed cn the left of
the Division area from the sea. I thiok it was to the easzt, fust behind
the Molletta River. Initially we were committed with two battalicns in
the line and ¢ne in rezerve ap infantry. Several days after we were in
position, I think it wes about two, two or three, the Germans put on
thelr big push and the Divislon t¢ which we were attached was in a difficult
position by midmorning the first day of ths push so that we were requested
by the Commanding General to commit our reserve battaliem off tc ocur right
so as to extend our lines and cover the ares of the British Civieiom which
had besn exposed by the cverrumnicg of their battaliczns, It was at the
head of the wadles, extending from the hesd weters to the ¥Melletta River
so that from that time on we were committed wlth three battellmms in the
linesand with no reserves. The regiment stayed in that poesitian for
same 45 days through attachment to both the 5th and 56th Divisims.

Dr. 8. The Fifth was Eritish and the 56th was?
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The 56th was British. WMhet had hsppened was that the first Eritish
Division had beem sc bedly mauled that they left telir tragspert wnd
thelr guns in positicn and were relievad by their sgscond i vison wniaeh
came in practicelly with odnly small Arme, They tock over the pins and
tranaport of the PMret division and tock over the eame arse. While we
wera in the lines ag infantry thare wap attached the 4Znd Meld Artillery,
a regiment of 25 pounders who gave us direot support. A short tizme after
that we moved into the linee. They mleo gave ue support by way of iank
and epti-tenk units, es well as anti-ajroraft unitse. The 4L csye was

a rether strenucus peried for the reglmernt whick had been trained slter
all as sngineers rether than infantry, However, they maintsined the
poeiticons that they had taken cver and when they pulled ocut they hsd

net lost any ground except the neck of the woode in fromt of A Compeny
which was overrun iz one of the German attacks. In fact, we think they
had improved the position in several places, After being relleved alecng
the Mclletts, the regiment moved back into bivouac againo adjacent to
Anzio and they performed nommal engineer duties; that is, roacd melnotenance,
fielé fortificaticns and other mssigned tasks of that pature until May,
sbout the firet week in May when the reglment moved over to the right
flank and relieved the lst Specimnl Service Foreoe which wane an crpsrization
campoeed of I.'.'.n;:.u.dinn and American troops that had been holdirg the area
from the sgesmp inweard to the Mussolini Canal for seversl miles,

That was the force that wes trained up irn the Recky Mounteinas?
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That's right. They went into the Aleutiace., They were picked men of
both Canadian and Americen forces.

They were really mounteiz trocps.

They were mountain trecps. They were the zream ¢ ‘he crope They were
extremely good partd cularly im scouting a patrol.

Do you remember who was in commend?

fen. Frederick. In fact aflter we went over thmre we berrowed Non-Cams
and Officers as temms ir order to give our owr pecple additional treini-g
in eocuting and patrolling. We also sent a numbter of our zer cut with
them ocn putrols. They were outztanding in that respect. WHe took over
the area that they had including the town of Borgo Sabotina which was

a key to their position on the right and opporition extended fcr maybe

2 or 2=1/2 miles inwarély. Agsin we had the whele regiment committed.
Wo hed nothing in reserve as I reccllect. We were in a defensive peositien
until just before the bresk-out. Then the latter pert of May, I think
it was the 24th, the First Battalion wes given orders to atteck to the
south from Borgo Sabotina with the mitsicn of seirirng lirited chbiectives
to our immediste front. The attack was stalled almost at the time it
tock of f« The Battalion was uncer very heavy fire all that ={terncon.
Thet evening it wes pushed back inte Borge Sebotina. They recrganized
and attecked sgaln the next morning at about 0300, For the seoccnd at-
tack F Company wes on the right of the road, C was on the left, mo - I
thizk it wae A @ the right, C ao the left with the objective to break-

out tc the ilmmediste front and continue until they hit a drsinage cansl
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which wes the matter of ateut a mile anc hall beymeé Borge 3atotinm.
They were instructed to selze a bridgebead srcund s blowmn bricge.

B Company was to fellow threugh apd continue te & reel juncticn which
was about a mile or more beyond the blowsn bridge site. The rceds fram
that junction went to lLittoris and alec wenf Zo the scuth fowards ﬁn;lan.
We wers supprorted by an Artillery Battalicn attached for the purrpose,
anéd the 91lst Reconnaissence team from the First British Division. Their
missicn was that after we hacd captured the bridge mite and secured the
road junctico and put s croesing cver the bridge site, was %= fan out
and wake contaot with the trocps coming up from the south. Tre attack
went off very successfully. I think the Germens hsd prebakly pulled
most of their people cut the night before.

You speak of thse First BEritish Divisien, do you mean a oxe guard divieien?
Ho = the Pirst Eritiash Divislion - the Infantry Divieion,

Maeg it a Cuards Division?

I don't think sc - not as far as I imow.

I thought the FPirst Division was the First Guerde Divielon.

It may be.

In which most of the personnel were gusrds apd the ZOC wae & gusrds
officer.

I didn't know what thelr origin wae., I just knew them as the Tirst
Divisicn,

I understoced from Cols Bowman, sir, that Gen. Clark had cancelled the

orders for that break-out movement but that Col. Stanley had gome to
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Col., Bowman, or thenm Gen. Bowmen, tc Gen. Clark anc atated that Jerry

waeg throwing all his smunition in the ares and acticg as 17 ne wms

geiog tc withdraw and he persusded Gem. Tlark %c sutncriee the tresk-
out.

1 dm't mow. I have pever heard timt, Cel. Chuthut: 38c been injured

a few days befcore by an £ mipe ana I wae pinch hitting for him with the
battalion., All I knew weg that we had crders to hit Tiem szain the next
morning, which we did. As I said, jumping eff abeut CI00. We moved ocut
without too much difficulty and plcked up a few priscners whc were primarily
stregglors, it's my guess. #e moved down to our cbjective and Zapt. Scuea,
who had B Company snd whose ocompany was con the objective sent patrele ocut,
One of the patrols was a patrel lead by Lt. Murdock fram A Company who
heppened %o be there at the time. That patrol proceeded m matter of a
mile or more beycnd the road junction where they made cantact with an
engineer unit ooming up from the scuths Th=t was the first cootact that
was made by the beechhead forces anc the forces coming up frem the ecuth.
Your speaking of a patrol = how lerge wee thatl

It wae a party of sbout tem men.

Atout 1/2 or 1/3 of a platoon?

Yes. The contact wae made at 0751s I can wvouch for that, having been
just behind the patrocl and having ocome back and sest the messsge into
Corps Eeadquarters by a jeep that was stopped baok at the "blow” which

wag the initial objective of the battaliom.
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You have scme of your old battalier records here, have you zoz, Coleopell
That is correct. The Reccoooeissenee Jompeny thet was suppese %c explolt
sur break=-cut but stalled st the blowe brizss, ucfortuns tely For them
they were not able tc make the first cootact with the pecple zominz up
from the southern forces. After makisng that centact the regimsnt moved
into Littoria and that day was given the missisn of cleaning up the odds
and ends of the German units that hadn't clsared the area., Snortly
after that, 1 think it was the next day, we weot back %o general msngineer
duties and ocontinued until the Jlat of May when the regiment was azain
committed south of the town of Baletry. When I say again coomnitted,

I mesn agein oommitted as infantry, south of the town of Baletry. At
that time a soft spot had been found inm the Cerman lines tc the =ast

of Balatry. There wers two regiments cf the 26th Division to the mouth
of the town and the 36th Enmgioeers were sent in to replass the two regi-
ments that were committed sc that they micht be pulled cut and the 36th
Divialam attacked through the lightly defended area. Naturally an engineer
regiment taking over from twe irfantry regimenis were able to hold the
frent only lightly with the resulte the regiment had a very sctive sevarul
days bolding their positions with the German patrols I belisve as much
behind our lines az we would llked to havs gottmm behind theirs. They
even came back to & relative safe spot known as reglmental headguarters
and tock a few shots at it. The regiment was given the mission during
those days of patrolling aggrossively to the front and as I recollact

was given Swo attack missions onm the night of 1 June and 2 June.




(Dr. Shotwell directs a question to Col. Chubbuth

Br. &.
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Then did you came back tc the regiment; that is, after your zmagle with
the & mine.
Oh' = I wars bacet the morning of the zuceazsul stiack of the oeagrraad,

I got thare after the sheoting was over.

(Col, Gardes again speaks)

Col. G.

I turned the battalion over with a certsin degree of relisf tec Zeol.
Chubbubf who omme up at that time, But to =ome besk 4o Szletry, on the
ssoond night and I think it wes the night of 1 or 2 Jun=, we ware given
the order to attack sbout dusk. That attack te my mind wee of interest
in cne connesction pertl aalarly. All of the companies were st=712d elmost
from the time they jumped cff, made no appreizable progress wits the ex-
ception of C Conpany which was immediately to the right of the road going
intc Baletry. Capt. Nicholas, who sommanded C Campany had Srought his
wire ocut with the company to the extent that it would go & matiter of
pessibly a mile. He left cne walkie-talkie at the end of the wire and
had the other with his company headguariers. I mention this becsune
the company moved right up lote the edge of the town of Baletry. They
bhad reschad the edge of the town by the early morming hours ana wss
recelving very heavy fire from the froot and both flanks. They gzot in
touch with regimental headquarters and ssked for further orders. W#e

had Deen trylng to get im touch with them because from the reports we
were Tecelving it was quite apparent that his was the only company thst

was making any progress. From the reports of the ¢mmpenlec on sach of
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his flanks, who were raceiving hesvy fire, it wss guite ac-car-eat that
his ocompany was moving imto s pockete We had tried to jet & hold of
him earlier in the evening to onuntermand the oriers to attszk snd to
pull back inte his positicn but cur first contast wss, as I ssid, im
the early moraing hours. He wis succesaful in pulling hLis comoany out
of that position and getting back into his jump-off pecaition by day-
light hours. Cempany A, which was on hie =ight &3 1 racollect, had
raported thet they were in diffieulty during the early evening but me
great damage was disclosed by daylight the pext moraing. The following
day the 36th Division attacked the town of Ealetry from the ezst and
the reglment agai o a<tacked thet night ané moved into the town by day-
light the following morning. That aftersocn I was relieved froz the
regiment acd went back to the planning group of the Tth Army which waa
planning the invasion of scuthern France. So fram then on my ss:=cclation
with the reglasnt was that o an cbaerver {ro= Army Headquartere.

Dre 8. You didn't sse the regiment again in action unti]l D-Day for the Riviere
Seachens?

Cole G« That is correct. 1 landed with the Second Battalion of the regizent
on the properly cwned beaches that morning, the morning of D-Cay.

Dr. S. That wes the regiment doing then?

Col. G. They were landing in suppoert of the Third Divisiom.

Dr. 8. As the beach control group?

Col. G. As the beach group in suppert of the Third Divisicn Task Force. As the

beach group they were ret up with eupporting trocps whidh paralleled
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those of practioally a genaral depot. Thev hed st adiments Trom all
taohnical services., Thers wore gomes eight or nins dosk smoanies,

I think thers were about 11 or 1% stsvedors zom-snies or trezsioriation
companies who were assipmmed to the ghips of D sicre <o unlesd gntc the
doaks so that they were Turnlsned the enpineers and the occmtrsl for the
bold logletical support of that task force landing.

There has bes=n some discussion ss =2 the use of englnesrs ic amchibious
landi ngs, whether to use them as special brigades; es for icstanoe, the
lst, 2nd, 3rd, Sth and 6th, or %o use them ss beadh groups taking a
oanbat reglment and putting that In chorge of the beach and acding odds
and such to it; such as, your dogck compenies, your ordnance companiaes
and your quartermaster depot compsnies, which deo you think ia more
feasibla?

I am probably prejudice but having observed the landings in southemn
Franoe, aa well aa the other landince in Sioily, Salerno and Antio where
combat engineer regiments opsrated the bemches it would be ay view that
they are & very efficient and effective group and when once glven the
experience they can ocome in and opersts the beach. They are juaslified
with having a lsrge number or belng camposed almost entirely of younger
and tougher men who ars trained for combat duties and to endure hard-
shipe, that when thay get through with the beach phase of the operzticn
they are immadiately abtle to move forward and take cver the combat

duties. During the early phase of the landing operation the luxury of
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supperting or fsce trocps is cne thet ie just not avellable, Tou have
culy a few pecple who cen te breought agheore and every —ar heg fo ba
able to double in brase, Having this group sshore who =2 handle fhe
job, you can break them loose if your group le for=unstely ecough to
go forward as we did in smuthern Trance. The sormtst =mzizesr: ware
kept on the beaches for a matter of abiout 25 days. However, bt deflient
we were detaching battalicms of those engineers o move formsrc in
support of the advance. We kept the regimentsl heedjuerters cr o part
of them as & ccntrol group. e used the enpgineers for the oversll
somtrol of the cperstion. They were eseentisl in the early phsse cof
putting in beach roads, for clearing mine mreas, for getting their
bulldorers in and putting their roade into dump aress, for organi:ing
the wheoles area, After the initial phese the engineers got the arsas
in whiech they were working under control. We were able to detach there
traiped units by battalicresand meve them up inte the support cof the
combat troops and yet kept a nucleclus on the Teach sc that bty U plus
25 we had had the beaches running very sffectively and without any
slack of efficient cperation., Yet by D plus 25 we had been able %o
cut the control group from the engineers down to & heecquarters greoup
and approximataly one battalion for each eof the regimental task fercse.
For example, in the J6th the regiment less cne tattalicn, as I reccllsect,
is that correct, Jim, had moved up to Marseille to clear the rort.
Col. Chubbuth: Neo, the regimental headquerters plus cne battalion, the Seocomd

Battallon.
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Jim had had a provisional headquarters grour on the beach amd that plua
the twn battslions had opersted those beaches. The LO%, as T recallaect,
had attachad two battaliona and moved them up Iin suppord =2Ff she advaneing
7tH Army. They had alco aplit their headguarters, lesvirg one neadquarters
group to operate the beaches with the attached troope, with the other

two battalione in the forward area, The same was true of the SL0th,

I hate to break in, sir, but I belisve you wantad %o leave, I jfust want
to ask one more guesticn, sir,, Col. Peaslasy eaid tha%, yo' were speaking
of the Tth Army rather than ths 35th, that once they passad the beachea
they lived very much on the land from the engineer supplies rather than
off tha beaches aTter about D plus S or &, what do you thinx ahout that
statement ?

You mean whan I faid living off the land?

Scourglng for engineer suppliesa,

That wa= the experience I think of the 316th from the time ther landad

in Africa certainly feor so long as I was with them,

(Interview with Cole Chubbuth begins)

Ers Ss

Cole Cs

Cols Chubbuth, will you repesat the r<marks Col, Cardes gave jusi before
he left for duty on that operstion of the outpost of U Company where

the Germans had declded to go from the offensive back to the defensive?
Did he mention just where this was. I remember the instance quite well,
but I can't remember just where this took place, D Company had a machine
gun nest made up of 8 machine guwnner and two riflemsn. The riflemen,

of course 1n a fox hole, dug in near the machine gun position., Up the
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road one night cams the German patrel. One of the riflemen iirew
a sre=nade, The patrol scattered and the man whe had throws the granada
proceeded to throw some more, He had Just pullsd ke pin cut of one
and started to throw it when this Jerman fell into his fox hols, knocking
the grenade out of his hand, the pin al-esdy pullsd, He manazed Lo pleox
up the grenade just getting it over the edge of the fox hole when it want
off, blowing in part of the side of the fox hole, not hurthg either man,
He then tackled the Cerman and the Cerman indicated that he wss willing
to surrender, at which time the hand to hand ceased for a minute apparently
and then the German started to shout instructions to the members of his
patrol in which casse the 5I toock up the battle sgain. He staried beating
the German over the head with the grenade. This time the pin not st
pulled. With the Oermen wearing a helmet he found this was nct very
affective so with one hand he pulled the TCermen's helmet up over his
head and beat him back of the ears with the grenade, At that time the
German decided that he would surrender, He and the GI that had jus=t
subdued him talked the third man of the t=am out of shooting the Cerman
since the Allies, understandingly, preferred the priscners alive rather
than dead, The German was a Lisutenant of Engineers cut on recommais-
sance and carried in his pocket & complete set of Corps orders, msp of
the mina fislds existing and contemplated, Cerman wire and other in-
formation which at first glance tended to indicate that the Cermans
wara going aver from offensive to defensive operations, It was first
thought that the Lisutenant »=s a plant and that the orders were &
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fake, tut further Intellipence work indiecsted thit they were real =c
this wags the first indleation on tha it 2t Anzis of the =5if1 fmn
offanziva to dafensive ocperzticns by the Demans,

I believe this rifleman was promoted from Frivete % Serraznt,

Yes -~ that's right.

The orders said Sergeant, then Private,

Yes - that wss the story th:t was shuttled around various h=adquarters,
I understand that Oen., Templer, a Sritish General, who was v:ur Com-
manding General at the time was rather doubtful about the thing being
a plant or rather incline to face that, I am Just wondering if he was
thinking of the famous Haversach Ruse that wss pulled by the Esopiain
Expeditionary Force at Caza or Beersheba in 1913, He may havs sen

a part to that. I don't know whether you have heard of that cne,

No = I'm not familiar with that one,

It wa=z again reproduced by the Zrditish under Alexander at T1 Alamein,
I will go over that later. Well now - Col, Cardes left the msiment
after you toock over the Second Battalion again at the braak=cut of
Anzios. Will you carry on from there, pleasse sir,

Yes. From then on until we left the front of Italy to come back

to prepare for southern France the operztions were pretty much
routine engineers. When Col. Gardes left the regiment I took sver
his Job as regimental Executive Officer to Col. Stanley and we pro-
ceeded on norths The Germans after the fall of Baletry and the break-

cut of the beachhsad were in pretty full retreat for sometime, well until
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the time he 1&ft, When I left the regimert ther were =+{11 moving
back guite rapidly, conducting only rear puer? exits, We went inzo
Some the day it was taken, the Cermmne hevipg laft it without any
particular damage, Rome was no <danaged, We moved on north of Home
without any delay., The Cermans, of course, had blown some bridpes
but with that being pretty flat country up there, there weran't many
and the routine engineer work proceedsd without any remarksble dif-
ficulties,

Dr. S You are speaking at this time of just baing routine engineere?

Col. C. Corps of Enginesrs.

Dr. Se Corpes of Engineers. I understood that you were also acting norsth of Anzio
for quite sometime as infantry,

Colse Co Actually we were not., That was what Col, Gardes made tentatively.

br. 8. No. That's what Col. Thomas was telling me,

Cols 2. No. After the fall of Baletry we were not used as infantry acain *n
Italy.

Er. S, I thought you were Deing used again as infantry when Cel, Stanley was
killed,

Cols Cs No. I cen cover that. No, we were being used on engineer work a+ that
time,

Tre S I know ke was making a bridge reconnaissanca or something,

Cols Co We had had so much damage to bridges from high waters in Italy thet
Col. Tyler, understandingly, became & 1ittls excited when the rain came,

any rains regardless of where he was, This was the first week in June
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i Italy and it had not rained for seversl weeks, We did get a rain

g |

one 4ay, The streas went up - went up crly s couple of inches. Cel.
Tyler called Col, Stanley late one night anc arked hizs % g6 up wiln

him 4o look at a culvert that the regirent had put in a cay or tw
bafere. Col, Stanley didn't care to awaken his driwver st that particular
time of the night, about mid-night, and drove hi= jeep himself., Om the
way back from the culvert trat they had looked at, about 3:20 FM in the
morning,Col. Stanley missed a turn in driving In the bhlackout anc was
killed when the jeep rolled on him,

When you epeak about leaving the 36th, didn't you go up intwe France

with then?

Yes - that was later, When Col. Stanley was killed I had the regiment
for about ten days while Col, BSoatner moved up from Sth Army Headquar ters
where he was in excese, I became his Exec. The regiment re=ained at
the front in Ttaly for only a few daye thereafter, leaving %% re‘um to
Naples for preparstion for the southem France landing sometize about
the lst of July., We were then in the neighborhood of Orbieto. Te re—
turned to Neples or rather Bagnoli just north of Naples for ecuiping and
training for the scuthern France landinge.

Did you embark at Naples for southern France?

Tea,

Did you go to Corsica or Sardinia along the way?

We stopped in the harbor at Sardinia for & few days on the way while

the landing fleet was being assembled,
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Then you landed whereabouts?
We landed st the town of Cavaillon just west of the =mench movie colony
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Fell, you landed west of S5t. Tropez and acted as the beach greup
for the 36th Division.

Ne, for the 3rd Division,

For the 3rd Division, I'm sorry,

Beach group is perhaps better, I denl!t ecare - either beach sroup or

beach controls,

Then you acted as bess pergonnel of the bsach group for the ird Tivielon?
For the Third Divislon Task Forces, ILater across the same eacher we

had tha French Corps.

later you had the French Corps?

Tha French Corps erossed our same beaches,

Then your Regimental Headquarters plue one battalion, the Second Battalion
went intc Marsellle to help the rehabiliation of ths port there while your
other two battslions went north on the Rhone?

No - the remainder of the regiment remained operating the beaches until
about D plus 25 to D plus 30 when the Repgimental Headquarters amd the
battalion in Marseills moved north, The following day, as I remember,

thea remainder of the regiment, we having received the ordere, turned

over the beaches to a group from Tth Army Headquarters, We also moved

north by different roads, Marseille and Cavaillon being about 60 miles
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apart and the regiment was reascembled.

You went up the route Mapoleen? I supposa the re;iment ment urp route
Napoleon and you went up the Rhene route,

From the locks of the map we were way east of ithe Rhone amd =o was tha
remainder of the regiment, Neither of the outfits went up % 4he Fhone.
Itm not familiar with the rocte Napolecn.

You went up through Grenoble?

Yes, we want through Grenoble,

Did you and the reciment rejoin -~ at least the regiment and your pa-ty
rejein around Versailles?

Just south of Versaille,

Which is north of the bend of the Rhone?

North of the bend of the Rhons.

In the southwest corner of the vosges?

Tes

In that mountain regicn betwsen France and Switzerland?

Yes - cdue weet of Basel. Also almost due west of Mulhouse, = :thweet
of Stresbourg.

From then on what sort of operations did you do, Colonel?

We performed engineer dutles for a week or so. The fegimental Headquarters
moved into a little town of Jarmenile or Pouxsux, the two are together,
Pouxaux showing here on tha map between Remiremont and Epinal, Then with

the Germans becoming more active the regiment was —oved into the line at

o i
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gambervillers as infantry with the Reglmwentsl Hesdguarters mmaining
back on the Mesalle Fiver at Jarmenile, We were in <he Iine <here

abtopt one week with the (Qermans retreating. Then ihe rezizen® noved
the headquarters on to Saccarat then east thrcugh 5% Tie snd on up
gradually, performing engineer work as we went witi the 3dvance of the
Corps, then northeast through Haguensu fo the wvery northsast comer of
France; that is, the northern most point along the Fhine wimre the Fhine
ig still the border between France arnd GeErmany.

In the Alsace=Iorraine area?

In the Alsacs-Iprraine ares, yes, The Regimental Headquarters remsined
there at the small town of Aachen through Christmee and New Years of
that year, 19LL. The regiment wes placed in the line again as infantry
north of Wissembourg, just immediately north of Wisseobourg, and Just
batween Wissembourg aid the German border when the Battle of the Buldge
peeurred, A few days later Just after New Years Day, we were incidentally
alerted New Years Eve feor a Oarman attank which ecame, Regimerntal Head-
guarters was ordered to withdraw from that position. I was with the rear
achelon of the regiment, the Regimental Trunsportatinn and Hesdguarters
Service Company. We were ordered to take cur approximtely 200 wehiclas
and move back which amounted 40 & distance of almost 100 miles., I had
set the time for movement of the Repimental Headguarters or ths resr

echelon at 11:00 in the morning, At 6:00 ws could hear tanks firing

to our front, to our north and east so departure time was changed from
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11:500 to 8:00, As i+ tumed out later the tank firins that we hasd

was actually from across the Rhine but at any evernt 2% 10:30 the Termans

had the town of Aachen. The regiment moved out, hachk fro= the Tron
about the same time that we had moved the vehicles back and <he reglment
then came back based upon the town whers we had woved the transportation
and proceeded to work on defensive positions in the Vosges mountains,
They alsc make preparations for further withdrawals if necessary. The
withdraw at that time had core back to Haguenau, The Jermang had retaken
Haguenau and were jJust south of thers with what wae considered a good
prospect of continuing thelr acvance into the vosges.

Drs S. I understand from Col. Basey that the &th Corpes or the Tth Army prepared
three sats of engineers, the SLOth, the LCth and yourselves, pre-a-sd
three sets of defensive positions which were taken up in succession,

tol. Ce TYeas. It was not necessary to withdraw all of those but the preparation
of those was performed - yas.

or. Se The regiment then =tlll had headquarters, I bellieve the name of the town
where they were was Wasselonne.

Cols Cs They orerated again as Corpe of Engineers for sometime during the activities
of the Colmar pocket with the German efforts te take Strasbourg by at-
tacking from both the south and the north, They were still operating in
that area when I left the regiment on 5 February 15LS, and joined head-
quarters of the 15th Corps, also 7th Army at Fenitrau, This ir the last

direect contact I had with the 316th Engineers, The 36th regiment remained
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in s different Corpe, tha &th Corps and I went on with the 15th Corps,
You stayed with the 15th Corpe throuzheut the rest =7 the speraticns

of the Tth Army?

T was with the 15th Corps (end of wire - contimied on second speeol)

We were speaking about your being with the 15th Corps. You were with
the 15th Corps until when, Colonel?

Until the end of the war and that's with the advance acrsss Cermmany.
We were in Sirasbourg whean the European war ended. I stayed with the
Corps then only about

Did you take part in ths drive down %o the Bremnner Pasa?

No.

Your Corps didn't go down that far?

No. I believe that was mainly the 6th Corpes and the French who were in
the southern part of Gernmany, I left the l15th Corps and returned to
the United States about the 20 of May 1945,

All right., Did you have anything to do with any of the forced croesing
of the Rhina,

Yes. I was involved with the 15th Corps. We had the crossirg at Worms
I was pretty actively involved in the planning at the Corps level for
that. Of course, much preparation had been deone at the Army lewal
months before when the crogsing of the Rhine was anticipated., That
was & well planned, well executed movement, mainly because the opposiiion

was not as much ss had been expectad,
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T understand that Cen. Davidson and some of the rest of ymu In It':'.e TEh
Army hed prepared for a ferced crossing of tha Bhins in NovamBar af

194, and that you had materials for several of the resiments or sroups
up in the south eastern vosges ~eady %o edvance to the Fhine - bridging
materials = when orders came down rom SHAFF zanceling the Zdea of &
crossing 8t that time. As a result oreossing was not mede unsil later
but at the time of the Battla of the Bulge one combat grour with all

of their bridging msterial was flung up on a rash to the Shine and

held in a position where Jerry knew that all of that bridging material
was right there at the Rhine front so that a couple of German Corps

were held down in the southern lins instead of going north o reinforce
tha Army group under Von Runsted.

That may be true, I don't know, I was operating st the regimental
lewvel then,

It wasn't you that was inwolved?

Everything of that sort was snafu,
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